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OSPREY ON DECLINE 
IN FLATHEAD AREA
MISSOULA—
Is the osprey on the way to extinction? Quite possibly it is in the Flathead area, 
thinks Dr. James Koplin, summer faculty member at the University of Montana Biological 
Station on Flathead Lake.
Dr. Koplin says that last year, 16 young osprey were hatched in the area he and his 
students surveyed. This year the hatch is down to seven.
The osprey or fish hawk has a wing spread of 4 1/2 to 6 feet, feeds on trash fish and 
nests in large trees and snags. Finding the nests and climbing dead trees 150 feet tall 
present obstacles in the study of the bird. Protective parents present others.
Twin brothers Don and Doug MacCarter are graduate students studying under Dr. Koplin. 
Both have been attacked by osprey as they approached their nests.
Don, a biology teacher of Lakeville, Minnesota, displayed a t o m  jacket, ripped by an 
attacking osprey. Doug, who teaches biology at a Billings junior high school, was hit in 
the head by a bird swooping in from the rear. Don has been the victim of several other 
attacks.
Dr. Koplin, when asked what is responsible for the diminishing number of osprey, 
stated that initial studies point to DDT. He said that residues of DDT have been found in 
addled eggs--those that do not hatch.
He explained that DDT is washed off the land by irrigation and rain. Plankton— the 
small plant and animal life in lakes and streams— absorb DDT in fatty tissues. The plankton, 
in turn, are eaten by fish and the DDT is concentrated in greater quantities in their bodies^
By the time the osprey eats the fish, the DDT has been heavily concentrated and their eggs 
fail to hatch.
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DDT, Dr. Koplin explains, fails to break down quickly to its several elements. 
Manufacturers of insecticides are shifting to other chemicals to control insects, he said. 
He stated that methods of biological control are being studied whereby insects would be 
introduced that would feed on pests but which would not become pests themselves.
Dr. Koplin feels that the osprey must be saved from extinction for esthetic reasons. 
He claims that several other species of fowl are very near to extinction in other parts of 
the country and hopes that public opinion will help reverse the trend.
